BELISARIUS                                                   ACT i

With victories; your age and services
Exempt you from more hardships, we well know,
Yet we are sure your loyalty will impel you
To don your armour once more in our cause.

BELISARIUS. My arm and brain are at your service, sir,
While either is of use.

ISAAC (behind Us Jtandt aside to DEMETRIUS).

But mark the fool!
Why doesn't he protest his loyalty,
Which has been much in question ?

DEMETRIUS.                                               Lack of wit.

JUSTINIAN. You are not ignorant that Zabergan
Threatens the city, and is now encamped
No further than Melantias, I fear.

BELISARIUS. Melantias!   That's on the river-bank:
Well-chosen ground*

JUSTINIAN.                           So, Belisarius,

We call on you to take supreme command

Of all our forces, with authority

Of ramparts, gates, and harbours; and we trust

That your great talent, which has served us often,

Will save us now.

BELISARIUS.                     I thank your Majesty

For trusting me; I'll try to merit this.
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